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The Jericho Excavations at Tell es’Sultan in which our School is participating with 
t he British School of Archaeology, as reported in the last newsletter, are now in 

their ninth week, With approximately three weeks of work remaining, it can be re=+ 

ported that from the viewpoint of all mncerned there has been remarkable cuccess, 

and the results, while raising a number of problems for which there is no immediate 
solution, have been most gratifying, The presence of a large and capable staff is 

making it possible to carry forward the excavation in several areas on the Tell and 
in the tombs to the north under careful supervision, 

At my request Miss Kathleen Kenyon, Director of the Jericho Excavations, has kindly 
prepared a statement for the readers of this newsletter setting forth her views re- 
garding the results of the work at this date; I am happy to pass it on to friends 


of the American Schools who are interested in the progress of the expedition at 
ancient Jericho: 


"Work in the northwest corner of the Tell has shown that there were four 
stages of Earay Bronze city wiiis superimposed one on the ‘ither, The’ Lowest 
wall, which can be dated to about 3000 B.C. was completely overturned, 
probably by an carthquakc, 2nd the bzicks were found lying face down beside 
the foundations, Early Bronze levels lie below the fallen wall to a depth 
of approximately five fect, 


In a trench further south on the west side of the Tell, Middle Bronze defen- 
ses were found to consist of two’successive plastered slopes which overlay 
the latest Early Bronze Age wall, The successicn cr Early Bronze walis here 


is at least as complicated as at the northwest corner, but has not yet been 
fully elucidated, 


Within the walls it is surprising to find that on the whole of the west side 
of the Tell the latest surviving levels belong to the Early Bronze Age, Since 
it is‘clear that the Middle Bronze city was surrounded by defenses on a great 
scale, a grcat denudation of the side must have taken place to account for 
‘the’disappearance of the houses of the period, ‘~Bencath the Early Bronze lev- 
els, Neolithic floors have already been reached, and in the debris overlying 
them are many fragments of rather remarkable painted plaster, It appears, 


therefore, that all traces of a city of the period of Joshua have disappearec 
in this area. 


In addition to work on the Tell, a large number of tombs has been located to 
the north of the Tell, They range in date from the beginning of the Early 
Bronze Age to the Middlé Bronze Age, A nunber of rich tombs of the last 
period has been cleared," 


It may be added that from the viewpoint of personnel representing our School, the 
association at the dig with representatives of the British group has been most 
cordial and profitable, The opportunity of sharing experiences and studying pottery 
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together in the pottery room, which by the way is rapidly becoming an impressive ~ 
Place, has been most rewarding, Working conditions have been pleasant in Jerisho, 
and the occasional rains have necessitated cessation of work only on one day in 

recent wecks and have had the double advantage of keeping at a minimum the dust on 


the Tell and providing watér for the green pastures and the flowers which now cover 
the hills and zplajn nearby, 


Because the Excavations are producing results which, after study and publication, 
will be of grea’) significance to students of Palestinian archaeology and also 
because’it is serving as a kind of laboratory for the training of young archaco- 


logists, it is to ye hoped that a second season can be undertaken jointly by the 
British and American Schools. 


Our School in Jerusalem continues to extend hospitality to American students and 
travelers who have been coming to this area, It has also served as Jerusalem 
headquarters fox the Jericho Excavations, and several members of the staff usually 
find it possible to spend Sundays at the School, On Friday, February 15, work at 
Jericho stopped in order that the’ staff might attend special memorial services at 
St. George's Cathedral, Jerusalem, in honor of the late King George VI. The ocoasion 
provided an oppertunity for the staff of our School to entertain the staff from 
Jericho for the day. It was also hoped that Mrs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt might 
be able to visit the School; she was spending the day in Jerusalom and was present 
at the service in St, George's Cathedral, but her schedule did not make possible 
such a visit, The invitation to the Jericho staff offcred lunch and tea, and no 
one considered it indclicate of us to make available also hot baths for all, 


There has been no further published statement regarding the excavation which I 
reported in the last newsletter that-were _— conducted in caves near the Dead 
Sea by the Department of Antiquitics, the Ecole Biblique and the Palestine Archaeo- 
logical Museum, However, Mr. Harding, Director of tne Department of Antiquities, 
informs me that the work has been concluded and that three caves were clearcd, 6% 
least one of which shewed traces of occupation from Chalcolithic to Arabic times. 
Study of manuscript fragments and pottery by members of the staff and the publica- 
tion of the results will add materially to our knowledge of ancicnt life in this 
desolate area west of the Dead Sea, One of the two small tents which our School 
loaned to the expedition’ was pierced by a boulder which fell in the camp site 
during a heavy rainstorm, but fortunately the men who had been sleeping in the tent 
had found safety a few moments before in a cave, Working under most difficult 


conditions the membcrs of thc expedition felt fortunate in being able to complete 
the task without injury or illness, 


Recent guests at the School have included Mrs. A.D.Tushingham, Toronto, a resident 
at the School last year and wife of our Annual Professor, and Father Robert North, 


St. Louis and the Pontifical Institute, Rome, Both have joined the expedition in 
Jericho,’ Teompcrary residents in the Hostcl have included Reverend Paul E. Hamlin, 
Richland, Washington, and Raymond Girvigian, University of California, Berkely, 
Other gueéts at the School for special occasions have inciuded the Acting Mayor of 
Jerusalem, Mr, Hanna Attallah and his wife; Mr. gohn Root, until recently Vicc- 
Consul in Jerusalem; Shukry bey Said, Secretary of the gevernment department in 
charge of Mosiem affairs in this area; Mrs, F. Vestcr, The American Colony; Dr, 
Louis E, Lord, Newton, Mass; Miss Asa Halaby, former secretary of our School; and 
Mr. Joseph Satad, Secretary of the Palestine Archacological Museun, 
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Both the Christian communities and the commercial intcrests in Jorusale%Mere making 
~ active preparations for the Easter season, Local hotcls and hostels ret that al 
accomodations were reserved several weeks ago, not “orily in Jerusalem but in Ramalla 
Jericho, Bethlchem and Bethany as well; all rooms in the School Hostel have also 

been reserved, Every Christian commnity in Jerusalem is conducting special Lenter. 


services, and it is expected that the usual, colorful Eastcr services will be 
attended hy thousands cf pilgrims, 


It has been reported in carlier newsletters that our Honcerary Visiting Lecturer, 
Dr. Sirarpic ler Nersessian, professor of Brzantine Art and Archacology at Dumbar— 
ton Oaks, Washington, D.C. has been engaged since last October in a study of Armen- 
ian manuscripts at the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem, Several of us have 
visited the Armenian Library where she is engaged in studying and photographirg 
the m anuscripts, and we have found her work of such interest and importance that 

I have asked her to prepare a statement for this newsletter regarding her work 
which will draw to a close next month, It has been a genuine pleasure to be assoc- 


diated with Professor Der Nersessian this year and I take special pride in present- 
ing her report which follows, 


William L. nik Director, 


Jerusalem, March 5, 1952. 


The collection of Armenian manuscripts of the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem 

is the second largest in existcnce, mumbering approximately 4000 manuscripts dating 
from the Xth to XVIIIth century, Many of these are illustrated and the special 
purpose of my visit to Jérusalem was to collect the necessary material for study 

of Armenian illumination, Permission to do this had been graciously granted by His 
Grace, the Locum Tenens, Archbishop Eghishe Derderian, and with the kindly gssist- 
ance of Bishop Norayr Bogharian, as well as with the friendly help of other members 


of the monastery of St, James the work has proceeded under the best possible 
conditions, 


The task of selecting the manuscripts which should be studied and photographed was 
not an easy one for only a partial catalogue of 145 manuscripts has been published 
so far, On the basis cf this cataloguc and also on the basis of information or 
references gleaned from various studies, I had made a first list two years ago and’ 
the microfilming expedition to Jerusalem and Mt, Sinai under the direction of Prof, 
Kenneth Clark had been kind enough to microfilm 32 manuscripts and make 4x5 photo- 
graphs of 22 of these manuscripts, A further selectien could only be made in 
Jerusalem by consulting the catalogue completed some forty years ago and’ kept in 
the Library in manuscript form, During the first three weeks of our stay, my sistc 
Mrs. Der Nersessian, who has been assisting me, and I devoted our entire time to 
reading this catalogue, and taking notes from it in order to list all the illus- 
trated manuscripts and arrange them in the order of their importance, Since it 
was Obvious that I could not see all the manuscripts in the course of six months, 
it was essential to cstablish an order’ of preference so as to be sure that no 
important example was being overlooked, As for the manuscripts which had entered 
the collection in the last forty years, we were helped in our sélection by Bishop 
Norayr who gave us the necessary information from his own notes, 


For the last four months we have been working dircctly with the manuscripts, those — 
which are housed in the Chapel of St, Theodere and the rarer examples which were 
brought out for us from the Special Treasury, I have’ been able to examine so far 
more than 200 manuscripts, studying the illustrations, comparing with one’ another 
different works of the same school and sometimes even of the samé painter, taking 
full notes on data that one would ordinarily find in a catalogue, copying the long 
colophons, a special feature of Armenian manuscripts. From these examples my siste 
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».« taken approximately 1500 photographs and we hope to take a few hundred more 
yee the end of our stay, Several colored photographs were kindly made by 
~oiessor William Reed whose friendly interest in our work I have greatly 
wavelated, ' 


*. nany ways this year's work has been like a voyage of discovery, for the majority 
sf ahe mM anuscripts that I have studied were not knovm to scholarship and even for 
-soge which were previously known to me through phci:cgraphs the study of the actual 
asnuscripts themselves revealed many new and intcresting features, The most 
pin ob group consists of manuscripts executed in the Armenian Kingdom of Cicilia 
aring’ the XIIIth and XiVth centuries, many of them for the members of the rcyal 
fenily, for the @atholics and for other High dignitaries of the church, This is 
orctably the finest periodef Armenian illumination, and these works are also of 
rarticular interest because of the light they throw on connections and mutual 
influences with the art of the Crusader Kingdom of the Levant, The manuscripts 
written and illustrated during the following two centuries in various monasteries 
around Lake Van also provide many interesting elements, and the collection is 
serticularly rich in examples of the revival period of the XVIIth century when great 
artistic activity was displayed in the different Armenian colonies, in particular 
st New Julfa, the Armenian settlement outside Ispahan, All these groups will have 
to te studied together with similar examples in the libraries of Europe and the 
United States, but the rich harvest made at the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem 
will form the basis of these future studics, 


Sirarpie Der Nersessian 
Honorary Visiting Lecturer, 





